
Out with the old, in with the DCAS! 
 

 As many of you have heard, this year marks the end of    
the Delaware Student Testing Program, otherwise known as 
DSTP.  While some applaud the exit of the DSTP, it is important 
to note that your students will continue to engage in a stan-
dardized assessment.  Under the policies set forth by No Child 
Left Behind, individual states are responsible to provide an    
academic measure of achievement.  Henceforth, DCAS 
(Delaware Comprehensive  Assessment System)!  Very similar  
to the current MAP testing model, DCAS is a computer based 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎǳǎǘƻƳƛȊŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
response.  Increasing in rigor when questions are answered   
correctly and becoming easier  when they are not.  Students  
will be given a norm-referenced  scoring range, or average, at 
the end of each test  session; fall, winter and spring.  At the  
ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ 5/!{ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ 
growth will be known.  In the eyes of many, this was a major 
flaw with the DSTP; the inability to measure annual growth. 
 

 In the next few weeks AIHS, along with every school in 
the state, will begin to pilot the new DCAS model.  Unfortu-
nately, we will be spending a great deal of time preparing for 
the final roll-out (September 2010).  Modified schedules will be 
created as needed as we try to minimize the impact on class-
room instruction.  The following subject areas will test-pilot the 
DCAS assessment:  English 9 and 10, Algebra 1, and Biology. 
 

 For additional information or questions feel free to    
contact the guidance department or a member of the adminis-
trative team here at AIHS.  You can also view information on the 
web at:  http://de.portal.airast.org 
 

 Sincerely, 

 Kevin Palladinetti,  
 Principal 
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Please join me for an update on the  

happenings at AI High including:  

·    Upcoming events  

·    Testing updates   

·    End of year calendar  

·    Scheduling changes  

·    Questions  

I hope to see you there!  

  Kevin Palladinetti   
 
 
 

 

Kicking off the PTSA Meeting  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1) What inspired you to have AI do the  
musical the 'Music Man'?  For example, you         

believed that the cast was ready, it was time for AI to do another     

big production in accordance to 'Grease,' etc. 
 

After the success of last year's musical, "Some Enchanted  
Evening," Ms. Conrad and I were excited about working on  
another musical production.  Since both Ms. Conrad and I have 
performed in "The Music Man," we thought it would be an    
excellent choice for this year at A.I.  Last year's production was 
not a traditional musical in the sense of it not having a continu-
ous storyline.  This year we look forward to our students rising 
to the challenge of developing believable characters as well as 
performing extremely well vocally and with their choreography. 
 

2) As one of the directors of the play, how do 
you feel about the 'Music Man'?  For example, 

you feel that the 'Music Man' is funny, eye-catching, serious, basically 

what the tone/mood of it is. 
 

We believe this story to be both funny and somewhat romantic. 
What makes it funny is the "down-home" country demeanor of 
Iowa citizens of the past. From the opening "Iowa Stubborn," 
to  the catchy "Wells Fargo Wagon" and rousing "Seventy Six 
Trombones,"  the audience gets to stomp their feet, clap their 
hands, and even sing along to thoroughly enjoyable music.   
The flip side is the sweet, romantic songs between Marian and 
Harold, such as "Marian, the Librarian," Till There Was You" 
and "Goodnight, My Someone." 
 

3) Anything you wish to add to the preview 
about this play? 
 

The students in this year's production are amazingly talented, 
both vocally and as stage actors.  The level of vocal talent was 
so high this year that we felt compelled to double-cast both the 
male and female vocal leads.  We also look forward to the out-
standing leadership of our Assistant Director, Hilary Newman, 
and our Assistant Musical Director, Chaequan Anderson.  Both 
of these students have proven themselves to be invaluable  
assets to our past productions, and we feel confident that they 
will make tremendous contributions to this show as well. 

 
 

Under the direction of ... 
Choral Director Lauren Conrad & Drama Director Tim Oskin  

 

 

Spring Musical  

PERFORMANCES 
 

Thursday, Friday & Saturday  
April 15 -17 at 7:00 PM 

 

Sunday Matinee 
April 18 at 2:00 PM  

 

The Delaware Symphony Orchestra hosted its 
10th consecutive Educators Night on  

March 20, 2010 awarding the 
Jessie Ball DuPont Educator Award  

 to our legendary  
Director of  Alexis I. duPont High School Bands. 

Congratulations to Mr. Paul Parets!   

Jessie Ball duPont 
Educator Award  

2010   
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A.I. du Pont Band Boosters!  
  

*Wilmington Blue Rocks and  
Baseball Season is  Almost Here * 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

To take advantage of a great  fundraising  
opportunity with the Blue Rocks we have signed 

up to work Large Concession Stand #2 this  
Season on Friday night June 25.  

  
It is a FIREWORKS evening and sure to be a 

great opportunity to raise money for  
our band programs at A.I.  

  
25-30 people are needed.   

Arrival time is 5:00pm  
Game time is 7:05pm  

vs 
The Salem Red Sox  
A meal is provided.  

Students 16 years and older with a  
parent are welcome to help out.  

**  ONLY CLOSED TOE SHOES ARE  
PERMITTED IN THE CONCESSION STAND FOR 

WORKING**  
 

Please R.S.V.P. to  
Cathy Conley at cwconley@aol.com  

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.georgiamountaininn.com/uploaded_images/musicman_letters_copy-736331.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.georgiamountaininn.com/2009/07/music-man-at-holly-theater-79-82.html&usg=__iDdEoyK7v-Tbvpy7Dg4rPg6VHVw=&h=247&w
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://ballparkbiz.files.wordpress.com/2010/01/wilmington-blue-rocks-new-mascot-logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://ballparkbiz.wordpress.com/2010/01/29/blue-rocks-unveil-new-logo-and-uniforms/&usg=__GHPzB_zxPvwL-R2nF7GoP0HJu


  VOTE  Red Clay  

          School Board Elections  

TUESDAY ñ MAY 11, 2010  

10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.  

 

Polls open at AI High & Red Clay Schools
  

http://electionsncc.delaware.gov/Red_Clay/rc_mbr.shtml 

 

Nominating District "B"   
Term expires June 30, 2015 

 Richard H. Cross, Jr.  

 Martin A. Wilson, Sr.  

Nominating District "G"   
Term expires June 30, 2015 

 William Doolittle  
 Catherine Thompson  

Cathy is a former AI Parent & PTSA President 

VOTER QUALIFICATIONS:  

18 years old 

A U.S. Citizen 

A resident of the Red Clay School District 

Current Members of the Red Clay  
School District Board of Education  
      

Distr.  Board Member    Term Expires 
A Leah F. Davis (Vice President) 2013 
B Martin A. Wilson    2010  
C Eric S. Randolph  2012   
D Kenneth R. Woods  2013 
E Kim Williams   2014 
G Irwin J. Becnel    2010   
F Jack Buckley (President)              2011 

School Board members serve a 5-year  

voluntary term (without pay). 
 

Attend the Red Clay School  
Board Candidates Forums  
 

The Red Clay community may have the opportunity 
to submit questions and attend public forums with 
the school board candidates.    

~  Dates and times to be announced.  ~  
 

 
Visit the Red Clay District web site for  
Board contacts & district information: 

www.redclay.k12.de.us  

  

Please notify  

Delaware Registered Nurses  

   Substitute School  
     Nurses Needed         
 

 

Basic Function: To provide nursing care for students 
and staff in various school settings on a per diem ba-
sis in the absence of the regular school nurse. Duties      
include triage and care of students with illnesses and 
injuries, administration of medications as needed, and 
referrals for follow-up care.  
 

Qualification:  

Current Delaware Registered Nurse License 

3 years minimum professional nursing experience 

Current CPR certification 
 

To Apply:  
Submit letter of interest, resume and references to 
the Red Clay on-line application link:  
www.astihosted.com/rccs/jam/DefaultApplicant.asp 
 

Pay:  $25.00/hour 
2 days (unpaid) orientation - Orientation will  include 
computer training on Health Accounting program and 
duties of the substitute school nurse. 
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Spring is almost here.  Please send in those     

Epipens  IMMEDIATELY( if you haven't aready).  
Those stinging insects will be back with the warmer 
weather. 

If your child suffers from environmental allergies 

and he or she takes medication, you can send it in 
with a note for us to give as needed. 

Remind your student driver to be safe and keep 

their speed down.  Often times students are happy 
to be out in the warm weather and forget the rules 
of the road! 

If you child is injured playing sports, make sure that 

they come to the nurse's office to have an accident 
report filed.  All athletes are covered by DIAA 
sports insurance, but they must have an injury re-
port on file. 
 

Megan Fioravanti , RN, BSN, NCSN 
Alexis I. duPont High School, 302.651.2642 
School Nurse, Student Council Advisor 

 

Special recognition to our school nurse 
Megan Fioravanti  

She has earned national certification from the National 
Board of Certification of School Nurses. Thank you for 

your dedication and service to the students.  
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Junior-Senior Prom  

Friday, May 21st 

7 P.M. to midnight at the  

DuPont Country club  
  

Juniors if you have paid your freshman,  sopho-

more and junior dues, and seniors if you have paid 

your freshman, sophomore, junior and senior dues 

you are eligible to attend the prom.  If you have 

not paid your dues, please do so immediately.  

      Juniors can pay in RM 186 (Ms. Perry) and  

      Seniors in RM 242 (Mrs. Standarowski). 

 

Cost for a ticket is $85 (After Prom ticket is  

      included).  After Prom Only Tickets can be      

      purchased for $15 during the same time as prom  

      ticket sales. 

 

All students attending the Prom and After Prom 

must have a ticket! 

 

Prom tickets will be sold starting Monday, April 

26th, until Friday, April 30th.  Tickets can be    

purchased only after school in room 186.    
      Tickets will be sold to Seniors ONLY on 

   Monday, April 26th and Tuesday, April 27th.   

      Juniors may purchase tickets Wednesday-Friday,    

      April 28-30.  The ticket that you purchase belongs  

      to you.  You may not sell your ticket or give it to  

      another student. 

 

CASH IS PREFERRED!  Personal checks will 

NOT be accepted.  Money orders and cashierôs 

checks from banks will be accepted. 
 

A sit-down dinner will be served which includes:  

      Mesclun Salad w/ House Vinaigrette, Breast of   

      Chicken ñVeronaò (Stuffed with Ham and      

      Provolone Cheese), Chefôs selection of Potato and  

      Fresh Vegetable.  Additionally, a Soda Bar and  

      Dessert Buffet will open after dinner has been  

      served. 

 

If you have any questions, see Ms. Perry in Room 

186.   Nicole.Perry@redclay.k12.de.us 

 

Attention: Latex balloons will be present at the prom! 
 

 

There is no assigned seating. You can choose your 

own table.  Make sure that you have your ticket 

with you when you enter the Prom.   
 This same ticket will also be used to enter the After Prom.  

 If you happen to misplace your ticket, please  

 remember the ticket number and bring identification. 

Random Breathalyzer tests will be 

given before you enter the prom. 
 

Make sure that before you enter the Prom, you have 

everything you will need for the rest of the evening 

ï picture, money, camera, etc. 
 

ONCE YOU ENTER THE PROM, YOU MAY 

NOT GO TO YOUR CAR OR LIMO TO GET 

SOMETHING YOU FORGOT.   IF YOU 

LEAVE, YOU WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO 

RE-ENTER THE PROM. (These are the rules of 

the DuPont Country Club). 
 

When you are dancing or leave your table, have 

someone watch your valuables ï purses, cameras, 

cell phones, etc. 
 

Prom ticket purchase automatically includes After 

Prom admittance.    
 

All non ï A.I. students must have a picture ID to 

enter the Prom and After Prom. 
 

All students will be required to sign out when they 

leave the AfterProm.  You may not give or sell 

your ticket to someone else. 
 

There will  

     be changing  

     rooms and a  

     coat check to  

     store clothing  

     and valuables  

     at the After  

     Prom. 
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T I G E R  B O O S T E R ST I G E R  B O O S T E R ST I G E R  B O O S T E R S   

Spring Sports Season ð Bring it! 
 

There is a hint of spring in the air.  And after the  

snows of last month, Iôm ready to say, ñSnow be   

gone, letôs bring it on!!ò  Coaches and teams have    

already started practice for Baseball, Golf, Lacrosse, 

Soccer, Softball, Tennis, Track & Field, and Volley-

ball.  What an exciting way to ease into the final days 

of the scholastic year. 

 

Like our athletes, the Tiger Booster parents are coming 

off a great winter and looking forward to the spring 

season.  Over the winter months, we raised a little 

money with the Gift Wrap fund raiser; thank you very 

much.  And thanks especially to Deb Bermingham 

and Mary Goines for extracting volunteer statements 

from so many parents during the busy holiday season.  

Now weôre looking ahead to the spring season.  Weôve 

already spruced up the outdoor concession stand.  Itôs 

clean as a whistle and ready for businessé.literally.  

Weôve also focused hundreds of volunteer hours on the 

outdoor fields and grounds; theyôre in better condition 

than weôve seen in quite a while.  And, if you heard 

any wild tales about a giant sink hole in our ñback 

yardò, well, hopefully it will be gone by the time you 

read this.    

 

This spring season will be particularly poignant for the 

outstanding crop of senior athletes.  I have been very 

impressed with, not only the talent and skills that Iôve 

seen in competition this year, but also with the out-

standing examples of sportsmanship I have witnessed.  

Nothing is more ennobling in competition than great 

sportsmanship.  I applaud the athletes of the class of 

2010 for the example they have set for the underclass-

men and for that legacy of outstanding competition and 

sportsmanship.  I believe those great moments will live 

on in our memories long after the records books and 

the yearbooks on 2010 are closed.   

 

Spring 2010 also brings a bittersweet reality to me.  

Since my youngest is a senior, this season will be my 

last as an AI parent.  Holy cow, has it really been 14 

consecutive years of AI Sports for Lindy and me?   

I guess so.  Next year weôll take our place on sidelines.  

Weôll still be there, watching and cheering.  But it will 

be someone elseôs kid out there on the field or in the   

pool, on the court or on the mat.    And really, thatôs 

the way it should be.  I mention it only to tell you 

that by volunteering and by getting involved, we 

have had a greater experience at AI than we would 

have ever believed possible.   

 

Years ago, 

someone 

cared 

enough to 

invite me  

to join the 

parentsô    

organiza-

tions at this 

great 

school.  

And that, 

for me, has 

made all the 

difference.   

Being a volunteer parent has taken me behind the 

scenes with some of the greatest coaches and athletes 

in the State.  Itôs taken me on amazing trips with our 

famous Band.  Itôs put me in contact with some truly 

exceptional students and outstanding adults.  I know 

itôs possible for nearly all parents to have this same 

terrific experience at AI.  And so, I extend to you 

that same important, personal invitation that I       

received in 1996.  Come, join.  Participate.  Make  

the most of this precious time with your teenagers.  

Get involved.  There are open seats waiting for you.  

Work with the Tiger Boosters.  Sign up with the 

Band Boosters.  Meet with the PTSA.  Youôre going 

to meet great parents with a passion for excellence 

and success.  Working together, you will leave     

behind a better school than the one you found when 

you arrived.   And I guarantee you a rich experience 

in the process.    

 

AI duPont High School, thank you!  

 

Buckley Condie 

President, AI Tiger Boosters 

Special thanks Buckley & Lindy Condie and 

their 14 years of dedication to AI!  

Please join us at our upcoming meeting  
Monday, April 12 @ 7:00 PM, Room 153  

Newcomers are welcome. 
Tiger Booster Questions:  Contact Buckley at  

234-9095 or ebcondie@aol.com  
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The Alexis I duPont High School Football Team and 
their Coach Zeb Blum went to the Ronald McDonald 
House in Wilmington on March 14th, where they prepared 
and served dinner for 60-70 families of children with serious 
illnesses.  While there, the football team donated $1000 to 
the Ronald McDonald House.  This money will be used for 
items needed for families including personal mini refrigera-
tors and luggage racks.  The money was raised through the 
"Paws for Pals" program.  Football players collected 
pledges for paws for their helmets that they earned for   
outstanding play.  At the end of the season, the money was 
collected and in turn donated to this worthy cause. 

  On behalf of all the families we serve at the Ronald     
  McDonald House of Delaware, we thank you.  The families  
  appreciate a hot meal after a long day at the hospital.   
  Knowing that they do not have to cook for themselves is a  
  very big comfort with all the issues they face every day     
  because they have a child who is sick or injured.  We truly  
  appreciate the outstanding efforts of the AI duPont High  
  School Football Team and Coach Zeb Blum!   
 

  We could not continue to operate "The House" without 
  the time and commitment that volunteers in the community  
  give to the Ronald McDonald House!  Thank you!   
  Barbara Loeslein, Development Director 
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Special thanks to our many volunteers for  

attending our three Saturday campus  

Clean-ups on March 6, 20 & 27! 
 

Lacrosse Teams, Girls Soccer Team,  
Baseball Team & Tennis Teams  
and to many others helping hands! 

Kevin Palladinetti 
Jeff Jankowski 
Kim Stevens 
Vicky Lawson 
Jade August 
Jack Fisher 
Deb August 
Emily Willis 
Taylor Falin 
Mary Goines 
John Merritt 
Shardai LeMon 
Chau Nguyen 
Saranjot Kaur 
Sally Pitts-Rakes 
Linda Bradford 
Melissa Hanna 

Caitlyn Gordon 
Ashley Brown 
Dan Wipf 
Jacob Wipf 
Lou Calvarese  
Ted Ledden  
Mike Litostansky 
CJ Shockley 
Morgan Straughn 
Joe Lenoir 
Kyle Funk 
Mike Funk 
Leslie Wagner 
Rob Wagner 
Amy White 
Morgan Harris 
Derrick Lowery 

Amy Hurff 
Braden Condie 
Lindy Condie 
Linda Bradford 
Jackie Wooleyhan 
Molly Diehl 
Walt Diehl 
Melissa McDaniels 
Coach Swider 
Coach Gallo 
David DeLaurentis 
Marcela Acevedo 
Louis Acevedo 
Franciso Acevedo 
Marsabel Acevedo 
Arvind Annamalai 
Lorri Fencer 

Andy Brockson 
Becky Brockson 
Patti Donato 
Lorna Stein 
Harley Stein 
Don Dzielak 
Buddy Oppermann 
Jodi Wilson 
Kelly Cardner 
Teresa LaPorto 
Kathy Templeton 
Mark Hagarty 
Rich Green 
Judy Grasso 
 ...and the may other 
volunteers that attended! 


