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Purpose

The English 10 Honors course is a study of World Literature that will examine stories 
from different times and places.  The course will focus students’ attention on this central 
dual truth:  That literature reflects the universality of the human condition at the same 
time that it reveals the uniqueness of the cultures from whence the literature is derived.

While this class will largely be devoted to creating a learning environment in which 
students will be able to create their own insights into the literature through their 
understanding of literary techniques and formats, it will also be addressing student 
preparation for the Delaware Student Testing Program (DSTP).  Sophomore year is a 
testing year for Language Arts students and this class will address the vocabulary, 
grammar, and reading comprehension needs of students necessary in order to achieve 
high scores on the DSTP.

The course will be organized around the following Essential Questions:

�x How do writers use techniques within the plot structure to shift readers’ attention 
to the past or the future?

�x How do story characters provide lasting insights into what it means to be human?
�x How does understanding point of view (POV) and empathizing characters help us 

to see through new lenses?
�x What do literary themes reveal about life?
�x Why and how do writers use irony and ambiguity in their stories?
�x What lessons can readers glean from the appreciation of symbolism in allegory, 

fable, parable, and informational texts?
�x How and why does poetry transcend the boundaries of time and place?
�x How does a writer’s literary style affect the reader and how can readers uncover 

each writer’s style?
�x How does understanding biographical information about the writer and the time 

period in which he or she wrote assist readers in responding and analyzing the 
work?

Source Materials

Holt, Fourth Course:  Elements of Literature textbook
Holt, Fourth Course:  Elements of Literature workbook
Vocabulary Workbook:  $9 cost per student
What is the What by Dave Eggers (approx. $13.00)
Various novels



Class Materials
�x 3-ring binder
�x 5 subject dividers
�x Standard 8 ½’ x 11” lined paper (no spiral pads)
�x Black and blue pens
�x #2 pencils

Binder Organization

�x Warm-ups
�x Class Notes
�x Vocabulary/Course Terms
�x Classwork
�x Grammar/Writing

Grading

Grading will be based upon the standard grading scale:
A = 93-100, B = 85=92, C = 77-84, D = 70-76, F = Below 70

Grading opportunities will be available in the following areas: 
Class participation, Class work, Homework, Quizzes, Tests, Essays, Research Papers, 
and Special Projects.  

The final grade  will be determined by the average of the four marking periods (20%) 
each, midterm (10%), and final exam (10%).  Students must earn a minimum of either a 
.75 or a 70% average in order to pass.

***Summer Reading will count as 5% of first quarter grade***

Class Expectations

1. Respect!!!  This refers to respect between teacher-student as well as between 
students.

2. Effort from everyone in all tasks given in and out of class.
3. Motivation from all students to want to learn and improve their English skills.
4. Promptness at all times.  Tardiness will not be tolerated, ever.
5. Preparation at all times.  Students are expected to bring all required materials to 

each class.
6. Participation.
7. No food or drink (water is permitted).
8. No music, no hats/hoods, no sunglasses, and no cell phones.
9. Listen to others carefully before making your contribution.
10. Humor—no one is permitted to take themselves too seriously in my class.



Parents’ Role

Parents are asked to encourage their children to perform to the best of his/her ability.  I 
invite parents to become active members of the learning process so that I may best meet 
the needs of each student.

_________________________________________    
Student Signature

_________________________________________  
Parent Signature

Contact Information

Both students and parents should feel free to contact me anytime for any reason.  My 
contact information is as follows:

michael.mattix@redclay.k12.de.us
 or
(302) 651-2626  ext. 265


